
Fifth Sunday of Lent Homily 2018   

Jesus must be lifted up!  

 

On this St. Patrick’s Day weekend:  Rear Admiral George Dufek told of an early 

expedition to the South Pole.  On that expedition was geophysicist from Boston 

College who was also a Catholic priest, Father O’Malley.  At lunch at the South 

Pole, Father O’Malley was disappointed to find out that lunch consisted of ham 

and roast beef sandwiches, which he loved but had to decline, because it was a 

Friday of Lent.  Admiral Dufek, having pity on the faithful Irish priest, shared with 

him the fact that, if the priest were to move fifteen paces to the left, he would cross 

many, many time zones and it would then be Thursday.  This Father O’Malley did, 

and enjoyed his lunch with a peaceful and serene conscience!    Happy St. Patrick 

Day to all this weekend!   Thanks for the Luck of the Irish and Fish Fry!    

 

Jesus must be lifted up!  We hear this from Jesus for two weeks in a row in the 

Gospel of Saint John.  What in the world is Jesus talking about?  What meaning 

does it have?  What is Jesus saying? 

 

5 different understandings for us today to consider from Cardinal Dolan of New 

York: 

 

The first three for Jesus: 

 

1.  The Cross—Nailed or fastened to the cross on the ground and then lifted 

up.  Palm Sunday next week and the beginning of Holy Week and then we 

come to that Good Friday to venerate the Holy Cross, by kissing, touching, 

genuflecting or standing in it’s presence.   

We adore you O Christ and we praise you, because by your Holy Cross you 

have redeemed the world.     

2. Lifted up on Easter—lifted from the tomb or the grave in Resurrection.  

Easter to be celebrated in two weeks by all of us.  

3. Lifted up in the Ascension to Heaven.  No longer bound by the few miles 

in Palestine, no longer contained to this earth to be now the Lord of all time 

and space.   Jesus will reign forever as Lord and Savior.    

Now for us:  

4.  Lift us up!  Have you ever been lifted up by Jesus?  Through Jesus Cross, 

Resurrection and Ascension, Jesus lifts us up from an old life of sin to be 

lifted up to a new way of being.  Have you ever talked with a recovering 

alcoholic, or a prisoner, or someone who at their bedside recovering from a 

paralyzing illness?  They know what it means to be lifted up!   



The 7 Sacraments are about being lifted up!  Baptism, Reconciliation… 

Jesus is in the business of lifting up!   

 

5.  Jesus raises us up to Eternal Life through his Cross, and Glorious 

Resurrection and Ascension.  Jesus wants to share in being raised up with 

us-his followers.  We sing many times at funerals: “I will raise them up, I 

will raise them up, I will raise them up on the last day!”   

 

 

Lifted up!  Jesus and us!  Out of discouragement, set-back, sin and he lifts us 

up when we die!    


